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Required Reading:  
 

 The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani (fiction) AR 4.5, 8 points 
 Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (fiction) AR 4.2, 3 points 
 
Novels are available for purchase during the Vroman’s/Blair Book Fair the week of 
May 5th.   Voucher required - help raise funds to support Blair’s Book Club.  Contact 

Miss McLaughlin, if you require assistance in locating these selections.  mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us 
 

Essential Question to consider:  
 What insights can we gain from the character we read about, and how might those insights 

guide our own choices?  
 

Assignment DIRECTIONS for The Night Diary: 

Complete the following assignment for The Night Diary.  As you are reading this novel, answer the 

following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Answer your questions in complete sentences. Restate 

the question in your response. Explain your answers.  To earn full credit for this assignment, 

questions need to be answered fully and completely.  At least a paragraph for each question is 

suggested in order to do a good job: 

Prediction: 

1. What clues does the book cover give you about the story? 

2. After reading the first paragraph, what do you predict will happen? 

3. How does the author try to pull you into the story? Does it work? 

Setting: 

1. Describe the setting (the place, time, and location) of the story and the time period. 

2. Does the setting remind you of anywhere you have been? 
3. Do you think the setting fits the story? Why? 

Characters: 

1. Who are the main characters? 

2. Who is your favorite character? What makes this character your favorite? 
3. Do you think the character(s) fit(s) the story? Why? 

Plot: 

1. Conflict: What does the character want or need? What are they struggling to get? How are they 

solved? 

2. How would you solve these problems? Please explain. 
3. Does this story plot remind you of any other story you’ve read? Discuss. 
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Conclusion: 

1. Did the ending make sense to you? Why? 

2. If you could change the ending, how would you change it? 
3. If you could write a sequel, what would happen next? 

Mood: 

1. Describe a scene in the book that made you laugh. What was funny? 

2. Describe a sad scene. Did it remind you of anything you’ve experienced? 
3. What was the most exciting part of the book? How did it make you feel? 

Insight 

1. What insights can we gain from the character we read about, and how might those insights 

guide our own choices?  

 

Assignment DIRECTIONS for Wishtree: 

Pre-Reading 
1. Look up the meaning of the following words as they relate to plants and trees and write a short 

definition or description of each word: photosynthesize, dioecious, monoecious, scaffold branch, 

crepuscular   

2. Look up the meaning of these words relating to behavior and write a short definition or 

description of each word: introvert, extrovert, pessimist, optimist, compromise, busybody, 

buttinsky 

 

Discussion Questions, After Reading 
Answer each question in at least a full paragraph.  Explain your ideas and provide support for your ideas 

from the story.  Restate the question in your response.   To earn full credit for this assignment, questions 

need to be answered fully and completely.  At least one paragraph for each question is suggested in 

order to do a good job: 

1. Discuss Red’s comment: “Making others feel safe is a fine way to spend your days” (26). How does 

the tree make others feel safe? Is this statement referring only to the animal inhabitants of the tree? 

What does this comment tell you about the personality of the tree? 

2. Why do the animals feel comfortable with Samar? Why does Bongo give her gifts? What qualities 

of her nature make the animals trust her? Why do these qualities make it harder for her to make 

friends with other children? 

3. Red compares the neighborhood to a garden, “Wild and tangled and colorful” (54). Why does the 

tree compare the people in the area to a garden? Why is the neighborhood not welcoming to 

Samar’s family? 

4. Describe the boy who carves a word in the tree. What does the author tell you about him and what 

assumptions can you make about his character? Why do you think he would carve that word into 

the tree? How does this act affect Red, Bongo, Samar, and her family? What effect does the carving 

have on Francesca? What are the feelings of the police who come to investigate? 

5. Why does Francesca want to cut the tree down? What do the police officers, Max and Sandy, think 

about her reasons? Discuss Max’s wish and what it means (74). 

6. Discuss Red’s description—“Standing tall, reaching deep”—as it applies to the tree and as it 

applies to Samar (71). What personality traits do the tree and Samar have in common? How do 

those traits help them both cope with the changes in their lives? 
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7. Discuss Red’s question, “How does friendship happen?” (82). What is Bongo’s answer? Why do 

you think Red and Bongo are friends? What makes them special to each other? What qualities do 

you look for in a friend? Why is it hard for Samar and Stephen to become friends? 

8. Why does Red decide to speak to the children? How does this act change their relationship to the 

tree and to each other? Why will the tree not speak to Francesca? 

9. How does Stephen help to make a difference in the neighborhood on Wishing Day? What is the 

message the children in the school deliver with their wishes? What makes Francesca change her 

mind about cutting down the tree? 

10. Discuss Red’s statement: “I wanted to make a difference, just a little difference, before I left this 

lovely world” (126). What difference does Red make by talking to Stephen and Samar?  

11. Discuss Stephen’s comment: “My parents aren’t bad people. They’re just . . . afraid of things” 

(125). What do you think you can do to make a difference in this world? 

12. STOP and THINK!  What insights can we gain from the character we read about, and how might 

those insights guide our own choices?  What did you learn from reading this book?  How did you 

grow as a person?  What ideas and or perceptions were challenged or changed after reading this 

book?  Write at least two paragraphs for this one. 
 

Common Core Standards Addressed in this Assignment: 
Reading Standards for Literature: 1 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  2 - Analyze how particular elements of a 
story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  

Writing Standards: 1- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 2 - Write 

informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  
 

IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

 Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, 

physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, 

communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.  
 

ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

 The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

 This is a required assignment for your 7
h
 grade honors language arts class. 

 This is not an extra credit assignment. 

 Students may choose to do this work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  Your 

teacher will provide that information after school starts. 

 An in-class AR reading quiz will be given after the due date to measure your 

understanding of both required texts from this assignment.  

 Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still required 

to complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional provisions to 

this policy if the student entered school after the first day; however, this assignment is still 

mandatory. 

 This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period. 
 

 

Questions?  

Contact Christine McLaughlin, 7
th

 Grade English: mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us  


